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When I was in East Africa, I met one of the brightest lads I had seen
in that country. His name was Harry Thuku and he was a Christian.
... At a meeting of the Natives of East Africa in Victoria Park at
Nairobi, which he had organized for me, I spoke to the Africans themselves
about Qjieen Victoria the Good, and the ideals of liberty and racial equality
which she had professed in the Proclamation of 1858. . . .
About a year after this experience, I saw one day in the papers that
the Africans had been fired on and many killed and wounded, because of
excitement in Nairobi, and that Harry Thuku himself had been deported
to a place called Kisumayu, without trial. He sent a message to me,
through Mr. Manibhai Desai, asking me for help and claiming the right
of a British subject to be tried face to face with his accusers, instead of
being secretly taken away to a distant place and interned without any
trial whatever. I did my very best at the time to make his voice heard
in England, but without effect. Again, quite recently, another appeal from
him has come to me. . . .
"In the month of March, 1922,1 was arrested under the authority of
His Excellency the Governor, Sir Edward Northcy and deported to Kisu-
mayu for detention I was not tried by any tribunal. . . .
"Is it because of my insisting, that the unmarried African girls should
not be forced by Government to work on the plantations of white settlers,
as it inevitably resulted in immorality and separation of domestic ties, or
because I protested that my country people should not be flogged to death,
etc., etc., that I have been deported? . . .
"I was simply caught hold of by the Government and deported. The
rule applied to me is without doubt 'Might is Right9 . . .
"I therefore pray, Sir, that you may be pleased to recommend my
release, as I have already suffered a great deal. . . ."
Poor Harry Thuku! His appeal to Mr. Andrews and my
publication of it in these columns will secure no relief for this victim
of lust for power. If however he ever sees these lines, he will per-
haps find comfort in the thought that even in distant India many
Will read the story of his deportation and trials with sympathy,
He may also find solace in .the fact that many perhaps as innocent
as Harry Thuku are today locked up in Bengal without any trial
or hope of it in the near future.
Tmau India, 18-12-1924